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way unless invited, even when they are wrong. The Pre-
sident, however, must understand my views, must know
that Stanton is opposing and betraying him. He did to-
day, I think, for he said he was determined to know how
we of the Cabinet all stood on the great questions before
the country.

In commenting on affairs I told him it was unfortunate
in some respects that the Administration had not a news-
paper here in Washington which spoke its sentiments au-
thoritatively, for, though there were difficulties attending
an organ, there were counteracting benefits, especially in
times like these. Congress has an organ in the Chronicle,
a paper that is a disgrace to the Senate (whose editor is the
Clerk) and to the country, but defamatory and vile as it
was, it was a power and assisted the Radicals, cooperated
with them, slandered and misrepresented the President,
and was every way mischievous.

The President assented, but asked what could be done?
I told him the Intelligencer was respectable and able, but
had its infirmities and weak owners, was opposed by its
rival, the Chronicle, owned by Radicals and non-supporters
of the Administration. He asked what I thought of Hans-
com of the Republican. I told him I had no confidence in
him whatever. The President remarked that the same was
his opinion, that he considered him a mercenary in the
market.

That the Radicals in Congress intended to attack the
Executive and the Judiciary he had no doubt, and with
them the Constitution itself, by undermining, if they could,
the distinctive rights of the States.
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